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To the President of the Russian Federation

Mr. V.V. Putin

Re.: Europe, rulers, the past, people and our future                                                                                                     .
For the second time this century, Europe is shocked because of again an intervention on the continent. Due to the attention for and estimating the value of the Winter Olympics, Western Europe did no think that such a kind of action would take place and that there could be clashes or possibly war.

Original purpose of the Olympic Games was to encourage young people to demonstrate their physical abilities and to promote the relationship between different cities. A noble idea and apparently aimed at reducing tensions. However, now it shows to be exactly the opposite in reality and now the West seeks to make further policy how to react to prevent such landslides in the future in stead of promoting relationship. The noble idea to build relationships is undermined, as  well as the idea of  Europe. Geopolitics first has become the motto after 65 years peace and relative stability.

8 Years ago at the end of a 40-year career in banking, I encountered Europe and came up in the heart of the power of the EU for 3 days. Then, a foundation was established, a website launched and several centers engaged in order to gain and share knowledge on present departments of learning, science and art.

There indeed is ongoing debate not only on where the geographical centre of the most western peninsula of Eurasia is, but also on cultural and political distinction and Europe's precise borders, area, and population. 
But Europa is also a daughter of a royal couple coming from Phoenicia. She lived during childhood near the land of the Biblical places Tyre and Sidon (now Lebanon) to the Mediterranean Sea. In Greek mythology, Europa was abducted by Zeus in bull form and taken to Crete. For Homer, Europe was a mythological queen of Crete, not a geographical designation. Later, Europa stood for mainland Greece and by 500 BC its meaning extended to lands to the north.

Greeks developed values as freedom, truth and beauty and Romans laws. Faith and love arose from Christianity. Also Germanic, Slavic and Celtic cultures, the influence of secular humanism since the European Renaissance and a characteristic such as the focus on science and technology and its ability to create and to generate new processes, materials and material combinations contribute to our civilization.
Humanities, personal virtues, dominance by powers, destruction, peace and wellbeing are aspects within societies which play there and that count. These societies seem to crave to have individual freedoms, sufficient prosperity and welfare. Hence, there are uncountable dynamics to bring under the spotlight, from the most beautiful to the ultimate destructive. To counter occurrence of the last, the European idea has emerged and is, using differentiated integration, a direction sought to achieve common goals.

If Europe wants to be a global player, it has to satisfy values that can serve world-wide, let arise a common mental attitude, have available a strong economy, a solid foreign policy and a proper policy for security. 
Political leaders came on stage who made reasonable and responsible decisions and who changed the course of history. Several generations of Europeans have lived their whole lives in freedom and have, except an incursion into Georgia, not been witness to war in the Old Continent. This is a valuable legacy that we should all keep in mind and which must be responsibly managed to guarantee its future success.

Most important is an appeal for a climate in which is willingness to really listen to each other, to engage in dialogue and were frankness, mutual understanding, trust and respect comes first. I emphasize the hope that all governments, legislatures and communities can abandon the road of dictatorial administration (caused by any interest whatsoever) in order to live democratic and in freedom.

Yours sincerely,

E. (Erik) van der Kooij, director Feeling EUROPE Foundation
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